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Khalifa's 
leadership 
praised 


ABU DHABI: An lftar ban- 
guet in honour of Vice 
President and Prime Min 


ister of the UAE and Ruler | 


of Dubai His Highness 
Sheikh Mohammed Bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum was 
hosted by Gen. Sheikh Mo 
hammed Bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Crown Prince of 
Abu Dhabi and Deputy 
Supreme Commander of 
the UAE Armed Forces, on 
Monday evening 

They lauded the pru 
dent leadership of Presi- 


dent His Highness Sheikh | 


Khalifa Bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan 
Continued on Page 5 
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WASHINGTON The 
United Arab Emirates' 
Federal Authority for Nu- 
clear Regulation (FANR), 
and the Nuclear Regula- 
tory Commission (NRC) of 
the United States have 
signed a  Co-operation 
Arrangement for the ex- 
change of technical infor- 
mation and cooperation in 
nuclear safety, security, 
and safeguards matters at 
the NRC's headguarters in 
Washington DC 

This Arrangement was 
made within the frame- 
work of the bilateral nu- 
clear co-operation (123) 
agreement between the 
governments of the 
United Arab Emirates 
and the United States, 





and implemented on 
Dec.17, 2009 

UAE’s civilian nuclear 
energy programme up- 
holds the highest stan- 
dards of safety, security, 
non-proliferation and op- 
erational transparency 
Government officials, non- 
proliferation advocates, 
and energy experts world- 
wide have called the UAE 
approach a gold standard 
for countries interested in 
exploring nuclear energy 
for the first time 

The FANR-NRC Coop- 
eration Arrangement will 
allow the exchange of tech- 
nical information relating 
to the regulation of safety, 
security, safeguards, and 
environmental! impact of 


nuclear energy facilities 
The scope of the Arrange- 
ment slad covers a joint 
safety research exchange, 
as well as nuclear safety 
training for personnel 

The signing ceremony 
was attended by UAE am- 
bassador to the US Yousef 
Al Otaiba and other UAE 
officials 

Otaiba stated “this Co- 
operation Arrangement 1s 
a major milestone that will 
strengthen the mutual co- 
operation between the 
UAE and the US in the 
areas of nuclear safety, se- 
curity, and safeguards.” 

Dr Ahmed Mubarak Al 
Mazrouei, Chairman of 
the FANR’s Board of Man- 
agement, said, "This 
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Philippine policemen take position as they attack a tourist bus hijacked in Manila on Monday 


UAE, US sign nuke deal 


Arrangement represents 
FANR’s commitment to es- 
tablish a strong nuclear 
sector foundation through | 
the exchange of vital infor- 
mation with nuclear reg- 
ulators in other countries.” 

The Arrangement was 
signed by Dr William Tra- 
vers, Director General of 
FANR and Gregory B 
Jaczko, Chairman of the 
NRC 

This is the second Co- 
operation Arrangement 
that FANR has signed for 
technical information ex- 
change, the first was with 
the Korean Institute of 
Nuclear Safety (KINS) on 
May.25 this year 
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3 bombs 
kill 36 in 










Pakistan 


PARACHINAR Three 
bomb attacks in northwest 
Pakistan — two in tribal 
regions near the Afghan 
border and a third near the 
region's main city of Pe- 
shawar — killed at least 36 
people on Monday, officials 
and a witness said, 

The attack on the out- 
skirts of Peshawar killed 
the leader of an anti-Tal- 
iban militia, Israr Khan, 
and two aides as he passed 
through a market in the 
village of Matni, said police 
official Khurshid Khan. 
T area more people were in- 


jured. 
The deadliest blast was 


a suicide attack at a 
mosque inside a religious 
school in South Waziristan 
that killed 26 people and 
inured 40 more, said an in- 
telligence official in the re- 






Agence France-Presse 





Police battle captor for hours 





MANILA: Philippine police 
shot dead a sacked former 
policeman as they stormed 
a bus on which he was 
holding 15 Hong Kong 
tourists hostage in down- 
town Manila on Monday, 
and China said eight 
hostages were killed. 

Two more hostages were 
seriously wounded and 
Hong Kong leader Donald 
Tsang criticised the author- 
ities handling of the siege, 


the violent final stages of 


which were beamed live by 
global news channels. 

The gunman, identified 
as 55-year-old ex-police 
captain Rolando Mendoza 
who was armed with an M- 
16 assault rifle, had 
stopped the bus, which ini- 
tially had 25 people on 
board, on a wide road in 
Manila's biggest park in 
the morning. 

“The hostage-taker was 
killed. He chose to shoot it 
out with our men,” police 
Colonel Nelson Yabut told 
reporters 

“On our first assault, 


ond assault we killed him.” 

Yabut said a woman 
was seen moving at the 
back of the bus during the 
first attempt, and on the 
second assault the 30 com- 
mandos had used tear gas 
and flash bombs. 

Mendoza moved to the 
bus door, where snipers 
shot him, Yabut said 

“We did everything to 
negotiate and end this 
peacefully, but he gave us 
no choice," he said. 

“Eight Hong Kong 
tourists were killed during 
a dramatic hostage siege in 
the Philippine 
capital,"President Benigno 
Aquino said on Tuesday. 

“As we know, the inci- 
dent tragically ended in the 
deaths of eight innocent 
civilians,” Aquino said in a 
statement after meeting 
olice officials to discuss 

Monday’s crisis. 

“With the rest of the Fil- 
ipino people, I wish to offer 
our deepest condolences to 
the families of the victims 
whose lives were lost in the 
hostage situation at the 





Captain Mendoza was ta e 

sprawled in the middle of Quirino , Grandstand, 

the aisle and shot one of Aquino said in a statement. 

our operatives. On our sec- Continued on Page 5 
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Dubai Dolphinarium 
wishes you all 


Amadan Parem 


SHOW TIMING 


during the month of Ramadan 


9 August to 8 September 
(11am to 4pm, Monday to Saturday) 


Live Dolphin & Seal Show 


EID Special Show 


Ilam, 3pm, 6pm & 9pm 


on 10, Tl, 


$ (Jam opm 


| 2 September 





Swim Sessions with Dolphins 


9pm show on 26, 28 August & 2, 4 September 
| lam & 9pm Show on 27 August & 3 Septembet 


info@dubaidolphinarium.at 
Dubai Creek Park, Gate | 

Toll Free: 800-DOLPHIN (56 
www. dubaidolphinarium at 


gion. 
He said Maulana Noor 
Mohammad, a former law- 
maker who ran the school, 
was among the dead. 
Yar Mohammad, a local 
Reuters | tribesman who was pres- 
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We want 
to be 
heard, say 


youth 


BY IMRAN MOJIB 


FORMER Sudanese Presi- 
dent Field Marshal Abdul 
Rahman Siwar Dhahab has 
been selected as the Islamic 
Personality of the Year by 
the organising committee of 
Dubai International Holy 
Guran Award (DIHGA). 

Dhahab will be pre- 
sented the award at the 
closing ceremony of the 
14th edition of the annual 
event, which will be held on 
the 20th Ramadan in 
Dubai. 

Dr Saeed Harib, deputy 
chairman of the organising 
committee, said that the Is- 
lamic Personality of the 
Year is considered as an im- 

ortant aspect of Dubai 
DIHQA, which has hon- 
oured a number of interna- 
tional personalities in the 


Dhahab was born in 
1935 in Sudan. He gradu- 
ated from military college 
in 1955 and got training in 


Arab and Western coun- 


tries before joining the 
Sudan Armed Forces. He 
then reached the position of 
Army General and also 
served as Minister for De- 
fence, Military Commander 
before becoming president 
of the nation. 

He also served as the 
Military Affairs Advisor to 
the Qatar Ruler Shaikh 
Khalifa Bin Hamad Al 
Thani, and acted as the 
Commander of Police and 
Military in Doha. oj 

He retired from politics 
to completely dedicate his 
services to charitable activ- 
ities and humanitarian 
works. Later, he became 
the chairman of Islamic 
Dawa Organisation in 
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Former president of S 
Islamic Personality of 


Sudan, which now runs 


more than 205 schools, 


2,000 mosgues, 1,000 wells, 


10 irrigation projects, 14 
Hoop tals: 800 medical clin- 
ics, 120 centres for child 
and mother care, and six or- 
phanages in Africa. A 
He is also an active 
member of a number of Is- 


lamic organisations across 
the world. 
“He is considered a pow- 


erful personality in the Is- 
lamic world. I am confident 
people will agree [with] the 
selection made by the or- 
ganising committee of the 
DIHQA to honour him as 
the Islamic Personality of 
14th session,” said Dr 
Harib. , 
Since its inception in 
1998, the organising com- 
mittee has honoured sev- 
eral eminent personalities 
with the Islamic Personal- 
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udan 
the Year 


ity of the Year Award in- 
dading Sheikh Zayed Bin 
Sultan Nahyan, Dr 
Yusuf Al Qardawi, Maulana 
Abul Hasan Nadwi, Mo- 
hammed Mutwali Al 
Shaarawi, Dr Alija Izetbe- 
govic, Dr Abdullah Bin 
Abdul Mohsin Al Turki, Al 
Azhar University, 
renowned Islamic scholar 
Dr Mohammed Saeed Ra- 
madan Al Bouti and 
renowned Islamic scholar 
Dr Abdul Rahman Abdul 
Aziz Al Sudais. 

Head of Public Relations 
Unit Sami Gargash, Head 
of Quran Science unit Dr, 
Mohammed Abdul Rahim 
Sultanul Ulama, Head of 
Finance and Administra- 
tive affairs Abdul Rahim Al 
Ahli, and Head of Media 
unit Ahmed Zahid were 
also present at the press 
conference. 


IN THE TECHNOLOGICAL AGE, THE GAP BETWEEN THE YOUNG |== 
AND THE OLD SEEMS TO WIDEN. TEMPERS FLARE, TANTRUMS | Cutting down on smoking 


ARE THROWN. THE GULF TODAY TALKS TO THE YOUTH AND 


PARENTS TO HEAR THEIR ‘SIDE 


BY ASHRAF MARHALLY 


PREVIOUSLY, it was the 
family that brought up the 
children, who would abide 
by their decisions - without 
any questioning. 

With the advent of the 
technological age, however, 
several other factors also 
influence the way children 
are brought up, including 
the media, internet, and 
friends. Adolescents are 
now greatly affected by 
these peripheral influences 
in their life, 

The rapidly increasing 
number of communication 
systems has contributed to 
a change in the behaviour 
of many youngsters; so 
much so that it has become 
quite hard for parents to 
control or even guide their 
children, Instead, several 
rebel against their families 
and schools or sometimes 
even against society as a 
whole. However, according 
to many of the youth, they 
are not being heard 


One student, Hadi 
Sharaf, explained that he 
pllows the instructions of 








to control their sons ac- 
cording to their own con- 
cepts and visions. This 
makes their children re- 
frain from having a discus- 
sion with them. Conse- 
quently, the gap between 
parents and children is only 
widened in the long run. 
“The wider the gap is, 
the tougher the young will 
be, as experts say. When 
the youth finds that their 
father or mother thinks 
differently from them, they 
prefer to isolate them- 
selves and live alone, and 
often suffer from loneliness 
and solitude. We try to ex- 
dens own ideas but 
are always reje ii 
added. Js rece A 
It should not always rest 
on the children, and par- 
ents and teachers need to 


be aware of how to deal . 
with their kids, said an- — 
other student Suad Mo- — 
hammed. According to 4 


they need to be aware 


Z PE G 


lescent. 






are egually perplexed b 


the duty of the parents and 
teachers to try to compre- 
hend their children’s view- 
points in order to give them n ` 
the feeling that they are re- Saeed, said “my opinions do 
spected.” not appeal to my daughter 

Despite the fact that di- nor do my concepts. We al 
alogue may be the key to 
dealing with the children, 
this is often missing at 
home and at school, said 
Samra Salem, another stu- 
dent. “Parents are always 
trying to handcuff our ideas 
and viewpoints. I believe 
that most of us find our- 
selves obligated to raise our 
voices in an attempt to 
proye that we have our own 


during the month of Ramadan 


BY A STAFF REPORTER__ 


THE holy month of Ra- 
madan offers a perfect op- 
portunity for smokers to se- 
riously consider breaking 
the habit, by adopting 
methods that boost their 
will-power. 

e smokers who really 
want to quit have a greater 
chance of success during 
Ramadan due to the sincere 
commitment to religious 
values that are highlighted 
during the period. 

During the month, peo- 
ple often make a total com- 
mitment to clean the body 
and soul from all impuri- 
ties, including smoking. 

Just as willpower helps 
to abstain from eating, 
drinking and avoiding 
other such actions during 
daylight hours, commit- 
ment to religious beliefs is 
what provides added 
strength needed to succeed. 

This observation is in 
line with recent, findings, 


from a survey on smokers' 
attitudes and behaviors to- 
wards smoking in the Mid- 
dle East and Africa. 
According to the study, 
smokers who want to guit 
try three or four times on 
average. However, 77 per 
cent wrongfully believe 
that willpower is all a per- 
son n to quit success- 
fully. Studies have shown 
that this will result in less 
than a 5 per cent success 


rate. 

Dr Ahmed Yousif M Ali, 
consultant psychiatrist and 
medical director at the Na- 
tional Rehabilitation Cen- 
tre in Abu Dhabi, said, "Re- 
specting the emphasis of 
purity throughout the 
month of Ramadan, even 
heavy smokers attempt to 
refrain from ci ttes after 
the sun goes down." 

The nicotine in tobacco 
is highly addictive, often 
causing smokers to develop 
both a physical and psy- 
chological addiction, That 


is why many smokers, de- 
spite their best intentions, 
have a difficult time during 
the first few days of Ra- 


madan. 

Their will to quit smok- 
ing is strong, but they re- 
quire a stronger commit- 
ment in order to seek all the 
support and resources they 
need to successfully quit. 

According to Dr Ali, 
Se | is the leading 
cause of premature death 
in the world. “Quitting re- 
quires professional help in 
many instances and I 
would advise smokers who 
wish to abstain to combine 
their personal efforts with 
advice from smoking cessa- 
tion clinics which can be 
found in every emirate.” 

“The psychological and 
pharmacological interven- 
tions provided by these clin- 

ics are now well established 
and evidence-based with 
decent success rates,” he 


pointed out. 


Fasting allows smokers 


K reann ima smoking 
urin e day, making the 
period of Ramadan an 
portunity for them to 
control of their habit and 


gut. 

The real challenge is to 
not smoke once they break 
their fast. For this, 
would greatly benefit from 
the support of a doctor or 
qualified healthcare profes- 
sional that can help them 
understand that there are 
new treatments available 
that will lessen withdrawal 
symptoms and help them 
quit during Ramadan and 
beyond. 

Tobacco has been proven 
to harm nearly every organ 
in the body and is a signif- 
icant cause of a wide vari- 
ety of diseases, many of 
which are fatal, including 
heart attacks, cancer, res- 

piratory disease, and 
stroke. Many smokers are 
aware of these rs yet 
they often find it difficult to 


quit. a to m 


Fear of heights highest 
in phobias, survey reveals 


BY A STAFF REPORTER 


WOULD you rather hold a 
spider than rise to the top 
of Burj Khalifa? Or visit a 
dentist instead of getting 
on a plane? The public's 
reaction to these and other 
fears have been revealed 
through a survey by Oral- 
B and Crest into phobias 
and anxiety across the 
UAE and Saudi Arabia. 
The results show that 
it's not good news for cit- 
izens living in Dubai. In 
a city of skyscrapers and 


elevators, the number one 
phobia is Acrophobia, 
‘fear of heights’ (44 per 
cent), followed in second 
place by claustrophobia, 
‘fear of enclosed areas’ (34 
per cent). 

Moreover, the survey 
revealed that more people 
would rather visit a den- 
tist for treatment than 
speak in public or en- 
counter a spider, with 
Glossophobia (fear of pub- 
lic speaking) and Ar: o- 
phobia (fear of spiders) 
ranking third (31 per cent) 


and fourth (30 per cent), 
respectively, compared to 
only 19 per cent of people 
afraid of visiting the den- 
tist. 

The survey findings 
showed the top dental 
worries were fear of pain, 
sound of dental equipment 
and embarrassment over 
the condition of their 
teeth. This is holding peo- 
ple back from visiting the 
dentist. 

The research also found 
that 67 per cent of re- 
spondents spend periods 


of longer than six months 
without a visit, with a 
worrying 50 per cent wait- 
ing two years or even 
longer for their next check 


up. 
The research was con- 

ducted as a continuation 
to Craka ce vs Let's 

ve the a Bi 

mile' campaign, a saae 
to educate the local com- 
munity on oral hygiene. 
Oral-B and Crest com- 
missioned Maktoob to con- 
duct the survey from over 
1,700 respondents. 





RAMADA 


BY JAMIL KHAN K 


AROUND 13 photogra- 
phers from different parts 
of the UAE have gathered 
to bring colourful insights 
into the life of UAE resi- 
dents during the holy 
month of Ramadan. The 
‘Life in Ramadan’ exhibi- 
tion started at Maraya Art 
Cantr in Al Qasba on Sun- 
y: 
The exhibition, which 
will continue till Sept. 18, 
is held in collabora- 
Han s ag Birat 
otography Society 
showcase the photographic 
work of the country’s tal- 
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exhibition was mosques 
and before it was prayers 
in which various photogra- 

ers under the er of 


and sharing with other 
people,” he added. 


Young 
photographer 


THE exhibition is also 
showcasing the work of a 
16-year-old Emirati pho- 
athe pa: Naser Ali Naser, 
ed “Some people in 
Ramadan,” which drew at- 
tantion of almost every vis- 
itor. va 
spe resides in s: 
came to. j 
Dhati and came oer S 
tion. He is a student of — 
Grade 12 and is self-tav k 
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RAMADA 


BY JAMIL KHAN 


AROUND 13 photogra- 
phers from different parts 
of the UAE have gathered 
to bring colourful insights 
into the life of UAE resi- 
dents during the holy 
month of Ramadan. The 
'Life in Ramadan' exhibi- 
tion started at Maraya Art 
Centre in Al Gasba on Sun- 
day. 

The exhibition, which 
will continue till Sept. 18, 
is being held in collabora- 
tion with the Emirates 
Photography Society to 
showcase the photographic 
work of the country's tal- 
ented photographers. 

The exhibition was in- 
augurated in the presence 
of CEO of Al Qasba Mar- 
wan Jassim Al Sarkal, Act- 
ing General Director at 
Dubai Culture and Arts 
Authority Saeed Al 
Nabouda, and Architect 
Advisor- The Ruler’s Office 
Peter Jackson, along with 
other distinguished guests. 


Local 
perspective 


FEATURING the works of 
13 photographers, 10 of 
whom are UAE nationals, 
the exhibition gives visitors 
the chance to discover a 
local perspective on the 
many unique traditions and 
customs that characterise 
this very special time of the 
Islamic year. With predom- 
inantly local photographers, 
organisers say that they are 
also working to promote 
photography within the 
UAE while strengthening 
the connection between art 
foundations and local com- 
munities. 





The exhibition gives visitors the chance to discover a local 
perspective on the many unique traditions and customs that 
characterise this very special time of the Islamic year. 


Talking to The Gulf 
Today, Ammar Al Attar, 
one of the photographers 
who has displayed a 
unique project of photogra- 
phy, Said that he had been 
taking part in various ex- 
P Mikon ang showcased 

1s work thro 
a ughout the 


At Maraya Art Centre’s 
exhibition, Al Attar has 
displayed his work “Unti- 
tled” - a combination of 500 
still images covering the 

Taraweeh” prayers in a 


Series - through a video, 


“Taraweeh is one of the im- 


portant prayers during Ra- ; 







madan and through this 
project I am showing the 
importance of this to the 
world,” said Al Attar. “I had 
completed this project in 
two days to capture 500 
pictures. I then combined 
them to use a timeless 
technique and am 
casing it in the exhibition 
to highlight the different 


aspects of Ramadan in the 4 
UAE.” | j 


an easy task for him, but 


aged to do so with 


ates. 
a 






show- 





exhibition was mosques 
and before it was prayers 
in which various photogra- 
phers under the banner of 
Emirates Photography So- 
ciety took part. “Photogra- 
phy is a way of documen- 
tation of various accounts 
and sharing with other 
people,” he added. 


Young 
photographer 


THE exhibition is also 
showcasing the work of a 
16-year-old Emirati pho- 
tographer, Naser Ali Naser, 
entitled “Some people in 
Ramadan,” which drew at- 
tention of almost every vis- 
itor. 

Naser resides in Abu 
Dhabi and came to Sharjah 
to take part in the exhibi- 
tion. He is a student of 
Grade 12 and is self-taught 
in terms of photography 
techniques. is is his 
third exhibition to show- 
case his work. 

“I have captured every 
mood of life but love land- 
scape photography very 
much to help me explore 
nature,” he said. “I will 
continue my hobby of pho- 
tography to capture more 
and more scenes and will 
display them in other ex- 
hibitions.” 
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THE exhibition 





MUQATIL WINS 


ZAYED CUP 


BALLACK MAKES 
WINNING START 








Andrew Flintoff 


Flintoff may 
play for 

Queensland 
in return bid 


LONDON: England’s An 
drew Flintoff is aiming to 
return to action with Aus- 
tralian state side Queens- 
land in January in a bid 
to revive his stalled 
cricket career 

The all-rounder, who 
quit Test cricket after 
England's Ashes triumph 
last year because his in- 
jury-plagued body could 
no longer stand the 
strain 

Having written off this 


English campaign, 
Flintoff, 32, hopes to 


make a comeback playing 
for Queensland in Aus- 


tralia's domestic 
Twenty20 tournament, 
which coincides with 


England's defence of the 
Ashes ‘Down Under’ 

“I'm a bit frustrated,” 
Flintoff Sky Sports on 
Monday 

"There's the option of 
playing in Queensland in 
January for them in the 
Twenty20, which I'd like 
to do. But more impor- 
tant is Lancashire next 
year. I'm not quite sure 

what is realistic at this 
moment in time.” 
Agence France-Presse 






Roger Federer of Switzerland holds the trophy after defeating Mardy Fish in the final ATP Cincinnati Masters tennis tournament at the Lindner Family Tennis Center, on Sunday 


Federer lands Cincinnati title 


CINCINNATI (Ohio) 
World No. 2 Roger Federer 
won his second ATP 
Cincinnati Masters crown 
in a row on Sunday, out- 
lasting American Mardy 
Fish 6-7 (5/7), 7-6 (7/1), 6 
4 for his 63rd career title 
The Swiss superstar, 
who is bidding for a 17th 
Grand Slam crown when 
the US Open begins on 


Aug.30, matched Bjorn 
Borg for fifth on the all 
time Open Era title list 
and captured his fourth 
Cincinnati crown after 
2005, 2007 and 2009 

"1 have been playing 
well the last couple of 
weeks and today was just 


another proof that I'm 
playing really well,” Fed 
erer said 





Federer captured his 
first title since the Aus- 
tralian Open and served 
notice he will be difficult 
to defeat at the US Open, 
where he lost last year’s 
final to Juan Martin del 
Potro, who will not defend 
his title because of an in- 
jury 

“It’s nice knowing the 
hard work in the off-sea- 


MIYAZATO RECLAIMS 


. TOP GOLF RANKING 


son after Wimbledon pays 
off right away,” Federer 
said 

“I've been committed to 
this sport for many years 
and when you do that and 
give yourself over and over 
again, you will break 
through by winning tour- 
naments again 

“I was maybe playing a 
little bit too passive, Now 


JUVENTUS WIN 
BERLUSCONI TITLE 






Tuesday 


"NJA 


I'm taking it to the oppo- 
nents again. I'm hoping 
that that's the right game 
plan right now," 

Federer used a steady 
serve and consistent back- 
line work to allow only one 
break chance for Fish, 

“I was really consistent 
on my serve,” Federer 
said. "I had the upper 
hand from the baseline 


made him work hard and 
was able to come across 
the finish line faster." 





Agence France-Presse 


He had to start taking 
chances 

“This is how tennis 
used to be played coming 
up — big serves, some vol- 
leys. It was played on a 
couple points here and 
there. I hung tough and 
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Greg Chappell 


Chappell 

set to make 
big calls as 
Oz selector 


SYDNEY: Batting great 
Greg Chappell, appointed 
Australia’s first full-time 
selector on Monday, said 
there was no rush “to push 
anyone out the door” with 
several stars in the twi- 
light of their careers 

Chappell’s appointment 
comes at a time of change 
in Australian cricket, left 
in a state of flux after the 
recent retirements of 
Shane Warne, Glenn Me- 
Grath, Adam Gilchrist, 
Matthew Hayden and 
Justin Langer. 

Former Test captain 
Chappell said he was 
ready to make big calls in 
the rebuilding of the Aus- 
tralian Test side. 

“It comes with the ter- 
ritory,” said Chappell. 

ith skipper Ricky 
Ponting, Michael Hussey 
and Simon Katich all aged 
35, Chappell may have to 
make the big calls sooner 
rather than later. 

But he said: “You have 
to earn the right to play for 
Australia, that’s peor: 
the whole selection panel is 
conscious of, and will bear 
in mind going forward.” 
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Caroline Wozr 





Reuters 


acki of Denmark retums a shot to Svetlana Kuznetsova of Russia during their rain 


delayed semi-final match at the Montreal Cup tennis tournament in Montreal, on Monday 


Wozniacki enters final 


MONTREAL: World No. 2 
Caroline Wozniacki and 
Wimbledon finalist Vera 
Zvonareva claimed semi-fi 
nals wins at a rain-hit 
Montreal Cup on Monday 
then prepared to return 


hours later to play for the 
title 


Wozniacki, runner-up at 
last year’s US Open, once 
again appears to be hitting 
her hardcourt stride at the 
right time brushing aside 
Russian Svetlana 


Kuznetsova 6-2, 6-3 in a 
rain interrupted match 


that began on Saturday 

Zvonareva looked 
poised for a long battle 
with Victoria Azarenka 
until the Belarusian sud- 
denly retired trailing 7-6, 
1-0 complaining of a sore 
ankle 

After two days of re 
lentless rain allowed just 
10 minutes of play over the 
weekend, action resumed 
in front of a sparse centre 
court crowd on Monday 
with Wozniacki ahead 2-0 

The Dane picked up 
where she left off on Sat- 


urday holding serve to take 
charge 3-0 before going on 
to break a sluggish 
Kuznetsova to clinch the 
opening set 

Wozniacki controlled 
the second set earning the 
decisive break to go up 5- 
3 then held serve to seal 
her spot in the final that 
is scheduled for 1:30 p.m 
(1730 GMT). 

“It was tough for both 
us, we've been waiting two 
days,” Wozniacki told re- 
porters. 
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Kiwis 

rule out 
Pakistan 
cricket tour 


WELLINGTON New 
Zealand cricket chiefs on 
Monday backed the idea of 
fundraising matches for 
flood-ravaged Pakistan but 
ruled out the prospect of 
the Black Caps travelling 
there 

Reports from Pakistan 
indicated New Zealand had 
offered to play there to 
raise funds for flood vic- 
tims, but New Zealand 
Cricket chief executive 
Justin Vaughan said his 
message to the Pakistan 
Cricket Board had been 
misconstrued 

“At no point did we offer 
that the Black Caps would 
be touring as they certainly 
won't be playing there this 
year,” Vaughan said. 

“But it would be nice to 
think that in a cricket-lov- 
ing country such as Pak- 
istan that cricket could 
play a part in alleviating 
some of the suffering that 
is going on there.” 

New Zealand Cricket 
Players’ Association man- 
ager Heath Mills backed 
the idea of cricket to raise 
money, but added: “But at 
this point in time there is 
no way anyone can consider 
putting a cricket team into 
Pakistan to play.” He added 
that he did not envisage the 
Black Caps going to Pak- 
istan “in the short term”, 
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India’s Atwal makes history by 


inl 


winning US PG 
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Arjun Atwal hits his second shot on the 18th hole during the final 
round of the Wyndham Championship at Sedgefield Country 
Club, on Sunday, in Greensboro, North Carolina. 


GREENSBORO (North 
Carolina); Arjun Atwal be- 
came the first player born 
in India to win on the US 
PGA Tour by shooting a 


final round three-under 
par 67 to capture the Wyn- 
dham Championship golf 
tournament on Sunday. 
Atwal,37, finished at 


A golf event 


20-under-par 260 to beat 
American David Toms (64) 
by one stroke. 

“It feels great. I have no 
words. I grinded it today,” 
Atwal said. 

Atwal also became the 
first Monday qualifier to 
win the ensuing tourna- 
ment in 24 years, following 
Fred Wadsworth at the 
1986 Southern Open. 

Atwal has enjoyed vic- 
tories on the European, 
Asian and Nationwide 
tours but not until now on 
the US PGA Tour. 

He entered Sunday’s 
round with a three-shot 
lead and needed a par on 
the closing hole to seal the 
deal. 

Atwal played No. 18 
conservatively. He blasted 
his approach into the spec- 
tators' tent, choosing to 
take a drop in the rough 
rather than try to place his 
ball on the green. 

He chipped it onto the 
green then one-putted for 
the win, 

“I was so nervous over 
that putt,” Atwal said. 

“I am just glad it went 
in.” Atwal, who earned 
$918,000 for the victory, 
led or shared the lead after 
each of the first three 
rounds, 

Toms was on 19-under 
201 while John Mallinger 
and Michael Sim both shot 
62s and were joined by 
John Rollins (65) and 


Justin Leonard (65) at 202. 

Atwal lost his tour card 
in July because he was un- 
able to win enough money 
to retain his medical ex- 
emption beyond eight 
events this season, forcing 
him into Monday qualify- 
ing sessions. Atwal missed 
much of last year with in- 
juries. 

Atwal said his goal this 
week was to get one step 
closer to regaining his PGA 
Tour card for next season. 
The victory gave him a 
two-year berth on the PGA 
Tour. 

India on Monday re- 
joiced at Atwal’s break- 
through win on the 
USPGA Tour amid growing 
optimism that the country 
is poised for a major leap 
forward in the sport. 

“I am delighted that 
Atwal has this great vic- 
tory on the PGA Tour,” 
Sports Minister Manohar 
Singh Gill said in a state- 
ment. “It is truly a re- 
markable achievement and 
puts Indian golfers on an 
even higher level interna- 
tionally,” 

Asian Tour’s executive 
chairman Kyi Hla Han 
was delighted at Atwal’s 
success. 

“The Asian Tour played 
an instrumental role in 
shaping Atwal's career dur- 
ing his playing days here,” 
Han said in a statement. 
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Arsenal closer to 
Squillaci signing 


LONDON: Arsenal were closing in on sign- 
ing defender Sebastien Squillaci from 
Sevilla after the Spanish club announced 
the 30-year-old Frenchman was on his way 
to the English Premier League side for a 
medical 

“Defender Sebastien Squillaci is travel- 
ling to London to have a medical at Arse- 
nal, the club he will be transferred to 
after an agreement was reached by the — 
two clubs pending the results of the medi- 
cal," Sevilla's statement said. 

Sguillaci is set to reinforce an Arsenal 
defence that has lost the likes of William 
Gallas, Mikael Silvestre, Sol Campbell and 
Philippe Senderos if he does join a club 
managed by fellow Frenchman Arsene 
Wenger. “He is one of the players we are 
looking at,” Wenger said last week, 

if h move to Arsenal does go through 
he will jota a Gunners side full of - 
dence their 6-0 rout of Blackpoo. 
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FIFA officials assess 
England’s WC bid 


LONDON: FIFA inspectors began a four- 
day visit to inspect England's 2018 World 
Cup bid on Monday with the campaign 
boosted by encouraging words from FIFA 
president Sepp Blatter. 

A six-man FIFA inspection team was to 
be greeted by Deputy Prime Minister Nick 
Clegg at Downing Street and also meet 
England manager Fabio Capello before 
taking a tour of Wembley Stadium, 

The team will also assess facilities and 
stadiums in Manchester, Sunderland and 
Newcastle this week, England face a tough 
battle in the bid to stage football's premier 
tournament for KEY Ara pipe sec 1966 
with Russia conside er. 

with the US, 
from Spain and 


18 tournament. The winning for 
PA ENA opts bede 


vealed on Dec2. 





Injured Cisse to 
miss league opener 


ATHENS: French international striker 

Djibril Cisse has been ruled out of action 

for at least two weeks because of injury, 

bis club Panathinaikos announced Mon- 
ay. 

Cisse, the leading scorer last year in 
the Greek Super League in his initial sea- 
son with the Athan club, suffered a 
knock to his left leg in Sunday’s friendly 
clash with Genoa won by Panathinaikos 
2-0 at the Olympic Stadium. 

He will miss Pridays league o 
against Xanthi at home and the 
week’s clash with Aris at Salonica. 

Panathinaikos officials are optimistic 
zak rna will be ready for the team's ae 

e in the Cham League next mon 
fey mise him the park two = He 
great ut when you on 
like in sand," 


pa a piteh it's AGA 
the piteh at the Olympic 4 


ner 
owing 


Pakistan ban seven 
athletes for doping 


LAHORE; Pakistan has banned seven top 
athletes for two years over doping offences 
Just two months ahead of the Common- 
wealth Games, an official said on Monday. 
ta Aaen Mate eyes for banned 
steroids at the Natio ampionshi 
aaith 4 ši 
ey were named as javelin thrower 
Mohammad Imran, shot putter Moham- 
mad Waseem, high jumper Rozina Shafqat, 
sprinter Nadia Nazir, distance runner Sh- 
Naureen, pole vaulter Zahra Raz- 
zak and 200-metre specialist Asif Javed. 
Pakistan Athletics Federation (PAF) 
secretary Khalid Mahmood said the ath- 
letes were entitled to appeal, “All the ath- 
letes fniled dope tests and it's disappoint- 
ing for us," Mahmood told. 





Spain's Calderon 
out of World C'ships 


MADRID: Spanish playmaker Jose Manu 
Calderon has been ruled out of the Saree 
ball World Championships starting in 
Turkey next weekend because of injury, the 
Spanish basketball federation (FEB) con- 


e against th 
pee Sunday s 


— 


